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INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Information including instructor contact details and course location can be found on the course 
Owl BrightSpace: https://westernu.brightspace.com/ 
 
PREREQUISITE CHECKING  
Third or fourth year standing in the Honours Specializa�on in Philosophy. Students comple�ng 
4900F/G) and a community-engaged learning (CEL) course (Phil 4901F/G). One of these is 
available each year and students enrolled in the Honours Specializa�on in Philosophy must take 
at least one. This year we are offering the seminar version, in which students will read and 
present on material recently published either in the instructor's areas of exper�se or on 
student’s par�cular interests. Students will be guided through the process of iden�fying paper 
topics that could contribute to ac�ve research in philosophĀs  

Contemporary scien�fic theories describe humans and nature in ways that challenge, and even 
undermine, various aspects of the manifest image -- our intui�ve picture of the world and our 
place in it.  This course will pursue several independent topics related to this overall theme, 



 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Through their experience in this course, students should be beter able to: 
• Conduct research in philosophy: through comprehending and assessing research literature, 
iden�fying significant ques�ons, and developing their own posi�ons 
• Par�cipate effec�vely in discussions of philosophical topics  
• Communicate philosophical ideas to a broader audience, both orally and in wri�ng 
 
TEXTS 
All course material will be available on our OWL site.  There are no texts that will need to be 
purchased. 
 
METHOD OF EVALUATION 
 
The main assessments for the course are the following: 
 • Research proposal: 30% 
 • Research paper: 60% 
 • Par�cipa�on: 10% 
Further details about the �meline, evalua�on rubric, format of the paper, and so on will be 
available at the start of the seminar. The penalty for late assignments is 2% per day (including 
weekends), for up to 5 days; a�er which they will not be accepted. 
 
Research Proposal: 30% 
 
Students will iden�fy a research topic, present their proposal to the seminar, receive and 
provide peer evalu�on, and submit a proposal and preliminary bibliography.  The proposal will 
be evaluated based on clarity, feasibility of the proposed work, and the quality of the research 
done leading up to the proposal. 
 
Research Paper: 60% 
 
Students will write a philosophical research paper of roughly 3000-3500 words on a theme that 
they have chosen and developed (as described above). It will be based on the fluency and 
clarity of the wri�ng, quality of the argument, and level of engagement with the philosophical 
literature.   
 
Par�cipa�on:  10% 



feedback, and work done outside of class (such as mee�ng with peers).  The par�cipa�on score 
will be based on this assessment, atendance, and the instructor’s evalua�on. 
 
If students are not able to come to class because of illness or for some other legi�mate reason, 
then they can make up their absence by wri�ng a 750 word reflec�on on the 
reading(s) assigned for the relevant week. They can receive credit by doing so at most two 
�mes. 
 
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY POLICIES 
The Department of Philosophy policies that govern the conduct, standards, and expectations 
for student participation in Philosophy courses are available in the Undergraduate section of 
the Department of Philosophy website http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html . 
It is your responsibility to understand the policies set out by the Senate and the Department of 
Philosophy, and thus ignorance of these policies cannot be used as grounds of appeal. 
 






